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Explaining the curious legal doctrine of "coverture,” William Blackstone famously declared that "by
marriage, husband and wife are one person at law." This"covering" of awife'slegal identity by her husband
meant that the greatest subordination of women to men developed within marriage. In England and its
colonies, generations of judges, legislators, and husbands invoked coverture to limit married women's rights
and property, but there was no monolithic concept of coverture and their justifications shifted to fit changing
times. Were husband and wife lord and subject? Master and servant? Guardian and ward? Or one person at
law?

The essays in Married Women and the Law offer new insights into the legal effects of marriage for women
from medieval to modern times. Focusing on the years prior to the passage of the Divorce Acts and Married
Women's Property Actsin the late nineteenth century, contributors examine a variety of jurisdictionsin the
common law world, from civil courtsto ecclesiastical and criminal courts. By bringing together studies of
several common law jurisdictions over a span of centuries, they show how similar legal rules persisted and
developed in different environments. This volume reveals not only legal changes and the women who
creatively used or subverted coverture, but also astonishing continuities.

Accessibly written and coherently presented, Married Women and the Law is an important ook at the
persistence of one of the longest lived ideas in British legal history.

Contributors include Sara M. Butler (Loyola), Marisha Caswell (Queen’s), Mary Beth Combs (Fordham),

Angela Fernandez (Toronto), Margaret Hunt (Amherst), Kim Kippen (Toronto), Natasha Korda (Wesleyan),
Lindsay Moore (Boston), Barbara J. Todd (Toronto), and Danaya C. Wright (Florida).
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From reader reviews:
Theresa Smith:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Married Women and the
Law: Coverture in England and the Common Law World, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still desireto missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Patricia Coburn:

Beside this Married Women and the Law: Coverture in England and the Common Law World in your phone,
it can give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
can got hereis fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people livein
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Married Women and the Law: Coverture in England and the
Common Law World because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often
have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Dolores Young:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the
very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching fromiit. It is referred to as of
book Married Women and the Law: Coverture in England and the Common Law World. Y ou'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It ismost crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one place to other place.

Harold Fleming:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading abook. They are directly felt the idea when they
get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Married Women and the Law: Coverture in
England and the Common Law World to make your reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading skill is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the impression about book and examining especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and
study it. Beside that the publication Married Women and the Law: Coverture in England and the Common
Law World can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
their time.
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