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Available in English for the first time, Imperfect Garden is both an approachable intellectual history and a
bracing treatise on how we should understand and experience our lives. In it, one of France's most prominent
intellectuals explores the foundations, limits, and possibilities of humanist thinking. Through his critical but
sympathetic excavation of humanism, Tzvetan Todorov seeks an answer to modernity's fundamental
challenge: how to maintain our hard-won liberty without paying too dearly in social ties, common values,
and a coherent and responsible sense of self.

Todorov reads afresh the works of major humanists--primarily Montaigne, Rousseau, and Constant, but also
Descartes, Montesquieu, and Toqueville. Each chapter considers humanism's approach to one major theme
of human existence: liberty, social life, love, self, morality, and expression. Discussing humanism in
dialogue with other systems, Todorov finds a response to the predicament of modernity that is far more
instructive than any offered by conservatism, scientific determinism, existential individualism, or
humanism's other contemporary competitors. Humanism suggests that we are members of an intelligent and
sociable species who can act according to our will while connecting the well-being of other members with
our own. It is through this understanding of free will, Todorov argues, that we can use humanism to rescue
universality and reconcile human liberty with solidarity and personal integrity.

Placing the history of ideas at the service of a quest for moral and political wisdom, Todorov's compelling
and no doubt controversial rethinking of humanist ideas testifies to the enduring capacity of those ideas to
meditate on--and, if we are fortunate, cultivate--the imperfect garden in which we live.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Ortiz:

The reserve with title Imperfect Garden: The Legacy of Humanism contains a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be
aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Sharon Grace:

The book untitled Imperfect Garden: The Legacy of Humanism contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you
in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Sandra Lester:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Imperfect Garden: The Legacy of Humanism can make you experience more
interested to read.

David Gaiter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are
these claims Imperfect Garden: The Legacy of Humanism.
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